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Here, in one volume: Marjane Satrapi's best-selling, internationally acclaimed

memoir-in-comic-strips.Persepolis is the story of Satrapi's unforgettable childhood and coming of

age within a large and loving family in Tehran during the Islamic Revolution; of the contradictions

between private life and public life in a country plagued by political upheaval; of her high school

years in Vienna facing the trials of adolescence far from her family; of her homecoming--both sweet

and terrible; and, finally, of her self-imposed exile from her beloved homeland. It is the chronicle of a

girlhood and adolescence at once outrageous and familiar, a young life entwined with the history of

her country yet filled with the universal trials and joys of growing up.Edgy, searingly observant, and

candid, often heartbreaking but threaded throughout with raw humor and hard-earned

wisdom--Persepolis is a stunning work from one of the most highly regarded, singularly talented

graphic artists at work today.
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THE COMPLETE PERSEPOLIS brings together in one softbound volume two graphic novels

published earlier in English (translated from French): PERSEPOLIS 1 - THE STORY OF A

CHILDHOOD, and PERSEPOLIS 2 - THE STORY OF A RETURN. As a single volume, Ms.

Satrapi's work reads as a seamless story of an Iranian woman's maturation from a young girl in the

Shah's (and Ayatollah Khomeini's) Iran to her high school years in Austria, back to the Iran attacked



by Saddam Hussein and then transformed into a fundamentalist Islamic state, and finally back again

to Europe as a young adult. The book's title is borrowed from the name of ancient Persia's

ceremonial capital, dating back some 2,500 years, although Persepolis is in fact the Greek

translation of the original Persian name, Parsa.The story is strictly autobiographical, rendered as a

memoir of childhood and young adulthood. Satrapi begins her story at age ten, the daughter of

well-educated and well-off parents who put a premium on their daughter's religious and academic

independence. Marjane's parents prod their pre-adolescent daughter toward a liberal education and

encourage her to speak out. However, being a rebel against oppression in Iran leads inevitably to

trouble and expulsion from school. Her parents recourse is to pack young Marjane off to Austria,

isolated and alone in a foreign and far more secular culture. A series of mostly negative experiences

leads her back to her homeland and an unsuccessful marriage during the early years of Iran's

fundamentalist revolution with its growing religious oppression. When the young adult Marjane and

her parents finally realize that her future lies not in Iran but in Europe, she heads off to France

where she still lives today.Ms.
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